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Calendar of Events

June 1 Thursday
6:30 p.m. Poetry Night at RCS. Public is invited to hear recitations of poetry written by students and their favoite authors.
June 2 Friday
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Reception for Janice Lefebvre, retiring after
36 years as the Royalston elementary 4th grade teacher. Public
is invited to drop in the RCS cafeteria to offer thanks and good
wishes. Call RCS 249-2900 for more info. Cards can be send to 92
Winchendon Rd/ Royalston MA 01368.
June 4 Sunday
1:30 p.m.
Graduation at Athol High School
June 5
Monday
7:00 p.m.
Informational meeting on the school override
vote at the Royalston Community School. This is a chance to ask
questions of Town and School ofﬁcials concerning this election. The
superintendent of schools and members of the ﬁnance committe and
selectboard will be there.
June 6 Tuesday
7:30 pm Zoning Task Force Meeting at Royalston Town Hall.
Public Meeting to present list of zoning priorities, discussion drafts
of proposed zoning revisions, and examples of new bylaws.
June 7 - 9
Wednesday - Friday
9:00 - 3:00 p.m. Bio-diversity Days displays at RCS. Public welcome to view student-made identiﬁcation markers and fact sheets
on the Sandy Water’s Nature Trail and on display in the school.
June 8 Thursday
3:30 p.m. Friends of the Library Meeting. Discuss the plant
and book sale, Shakespeare, art shows, author talk, support for the
summer reading program and your ideas. New in Town? The
Friends are a great place to get involved and meet other residents.
June 10
Saturday
9:00 – noon
Celebration in the Center: Plant Sale, rafﬂe and
bake sale at Post Ofﬁce. Pancake Breakfast and Spectaular Silent Auction at the Town Hall. Book Sale at at the Library. Family
friendly events like Morris Dancers, a Birds of Prey demonstration, car seat checks, a tag sale and Norah Dooley- storyteller
on the Common. Events beneﬁt groups from Royalston. See p.6
9:00 a.m. to 1:00p.m.
First Annual North Quabbin Garden
Club Plant Sale, 100 Main Street, Athol. Large variety. Rafﬂe.
evening
Royalston Fish and Game Club Fundraising
Chicken BBQ. Call for info 978-249-3004.

June 12
Monday
10 :00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.
Polls open for override election to raise
taxes by to beneﬁt the Athol Royalston Regional School district.
Athol approved its portion, but the money will only be allocated if
Royalston does the same.
June 14
6:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Completion Ceremony for RCS 6th grade.

June 15
Thursday
Last Day of school for students in the ARRSD. Half day schedule;
no lunch served.
June 18

Sunday

Father’s Day

June 22
Thursday
1:00 - 7:00 p.m. Blood Donor Day. Walk in or call Brenda Putney to schedule a time or volunteer to help out: 249-7787.
June 23
Friday
7:00 p.m.
Concert of Gospel Music with Roy Poole at the
First Congregational Church.
June 29
Thursday
7:00 p.m.
A free workshop performance of Hamlet will be
presented by the Royalston Shakespeare Company at Town Hall.
All welcome. A Friends of the Library production.
June 30 Friday
7:00 p.m.
Annual Town Meeting reconvened to address
tabled issues and ﬁnalize budget.
July 2 Sunday
2:00 p.m.
Organ Concert
at 1st Congregational Church with performances
on historical organ by Frank Stearns.

Save the Date

July 8 Saturday
Country Fair on The Common sponsored by the 1st Congregational Church; Pancake breakfast from 7 – 10 a.m.; Craft Fair, Entertainment 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.; Chicken Barbecue at 4 p.m.
July 15 Saturday
afternoon
Royalston Garden Tour featuring a dozen beautiful gardens. Beneﬁts the Friends of the Library.
July 31 – August 4
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Vacation Bible School, suitable for all ages
August 19-20

The 2nd Congregational Church Centennial
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News from the Selectmen’s Ofﬁce

Helen Divoll, Town Administrative Assistant
Andy West, Selectboard Chair
The dates for the summer Selectmen’s meetings have been changed
from the normal schedule and are as follows: June 6th and 20th,
July 11th and 18th, August 8th and 22nd.

What Happened at the Annual Town Meeting?

Please vote in the Royalston Prop 2 1⁄2 override ballot election
on June 12. Voters will decide whether to increase taxes in order
to increase funding for the school system. Athol voters approved
the increase last May 22nd. Both Royalston and Athol need to approve the increase for it to be implemented.
The Selectboard has made a new policy that prohibits political signs
from being placed in the rectangular lawn (the one with the ﬂag pole)
in front of the Town Hall. State law requires that no political signs
be placed within 150 feet of a polling place. The only allowable area
on the Town Hall lawn places signs so close to the road that they may
be a trafﬁc hazard. The recommended location is in the triangle at
the intersection of South Royalston Rd. and The Common.
A new contract with the Union employees has ﬁnally been signed
(after a long year of negotiations). It will be presented for ratiﬁcation at our next Special Town Meeting the end of June.
Recent events at the Town Hall, while orderly and well run, have
shown the need for educating event organizers of safety policies.
The Board, along with the Building Inspector and Fire Chief, are
drafting a pamphlet of safety guidelines for event organizers. This
information will include parking, lighting, and capacity requirements. The goal is not to put a damper on any activities, but to
ensure the safety of everyone who attends them. The information
will be given to organizers and posted in the Town Hall.
Route 32 update: The project has stalled slightly during the last few
months. The engineering team chosen to perform the required design work gave a cost estimate three times what was expected. The
DPW Supervisor has done a great job of researching and working
with the State Highway Department to get the exact speciﬁcations
of what the State will require. This information, along with previous engineering work should help to bring the cost back in line. The
Selectboard is hoping that this extra work and time at the beginning
will result in faster project completion when funding is approved.
Voters approved the purchase of all the Town’s streetlights at the Annual Town Meeting. The plan will preserve the antique lights scattered throughout the Town and save on streetlight costs. The Selectboard is looking for people to help plan the Town’s streetlight future.
A small committee is forming to help determine streetlight locations,
maintenance plans, and if any changes in lighting are needed.
June is appointment month. Royalston runs on volunteers. Consider getting involved. Just a few hours a month will make a big
difference. There are currently openings on the Streetlight Committee, Historic District Commission, and other various positions.
The Board of Selectmen is also looking for help coordinating the
Town’s computer resources. Please contact the Selectmen’s ofﬁce
to sign up or for more information.

The Royalston Board of Selectmen presented an Award of Recognition to Wayne Newton at the Annual Town Meeting on May
5, 2006. Mr. Newton served the Town as Moderator for the past
ﬁfteen years. The Moderator baton was passed in April with the
election of George Northrop. Andy West, Chairman, presented Mr.
Newton with the award and a commemorative granite tile.
Some 50 voters made short work of the 41-article warrant in the
meeting which began shortly after 7:00 PM and was adjourned
at 9:30. A ﬁne presentation by Finance Committee Chairman Ed
Wheeler, well reasoned recommendations by Selectman Andy
West, and ﬁrm direction by Moderator George Northrop kept the
need for debate and explanations to a minimum. The most discussion was about the upcoming override vote for the school district
with all speakers expressing the dire need for passage. All articles
either passed or were tabled as recommended. Money will be taken from the stabilization account to paint two sides of the town hall
($20,000) and re-roof the South Royalston Fire Station ($15,000)
and outﬁt the police and ﬁre departmentswith new communications gear ($46,396.26). Keith Newton of the DPW successfully
made his case for a new road grader. The biggest suprise of the
night came when the big $1.3 million budget article was approved
without a single question. Nobody could remember that ever happening before.

Tully Lake Subdivision Plan Rejected

May 15th the Athol Planning board voted 3-0 to reject the deﬁnitive plan for the 54-unit “Grand View Acres” subdivision overlooking Tully Lake on the Royalston border. Concerns about the
plan included visual impact, potential for erosion, ﬂood risk from
retaining ponds, increased trafﬁc and road maintainance. The developer, Dream Time Builders, may appeal the Planning Board’s
ruling or submit a new deﬁnitive plan but these plans will not be
grandfathered and must be evaluated under updated regulations.
The Friends of Tully Lake, a group of citizens from Athol, Royalston and surrounding towns working to block the subdivision,
has pledged to “continue to work on this project until the land is
permanently protected so that everyone in Athol and throughout
the North Quabbin can take advantage of the opportunities afforded by Tully Lake.”
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Town Clerk News:

Melanie Mangum
SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION –JUNE 12, 2006
Polling hours are 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Precinct 1, Town Hall, Precinct 2, Whitney Hall. There is only one piece of business for this
special election, and that is to vote either “Yes” or “No” on the
following question: “Shall the Town of Royalston be allowed to
assess an additional $127,500 in real estate and personal property
taxes for the purpose of providing funding for the operating budget
of the Athol-Royalston Regional School district for the Fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2006?” At the Annual Town Meeting, which
will be reconvened on June 30, voters approved this funding contingent on an override vote passing.
Election-wise, 2006 is a busy year. When the upcoming Special
Town Election is completed on June 12, Royalston will have already held 4 elections. It started with a Special State Primary in
January, a Special State Election in February, and our Town Election in April. There will be two more elections this fall: the State
Primary in September and the State Elections in November. Usually, the Presidential Election year is the busiest when we have 4
elections in a calendar year. This year there will be 6 when all is
said and done! I’d like to say a special thank you to all our election
workers, police ofﬁcers and constables for the time they’ve committed and the work they do during each election.
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING RECONVENES-JUNE 30,
2006, 7 P.M. AT ROYALSTON COMMUNITY SCHOOL
The annual town meeting is usually reconvened close to the end
of the Fiscal Year as more information from the state comes in that
may make it necessary to adjust some numbers. There were also 3
articles that were speciﬁcally tabled until this June 30 reconvene.
Articles 39 and 40 would reverse the discontinuation of a portion
of Toney Road and provide funding to upgrade this portion if approved. Article 41 authorizes the Assessors to use a portion of
funds in the Treasury to reduce the tax rate for the coming year if
approved.

Memorial Day Commmittee

Thanks to all who participated in Memorial
Day exercises. Your respectful display of the
American ﬂag, your attendance at exercises,
your participation by marking graves or providing goods for the post-parade luncheon
are all equally appreciated. Did this year’s
ceremony remind you of someone you feel
should be a grand marshal or would make a
great speaker? If so, please let Brenda Putney
know...before you forget! Call her at 978249-7787 or e-mail her at bputney@crystalmtn.com.

Tax Bills

The bills should be out within the next few weeks. The Assessors
appologize for any inconvenience due to the delay and are always
happy to answer any questions. Meetings are the 1st and 3rd Weds.
at Whitney Hall. Call 978-249-0337 for clerk’s hours or to leave
a message.
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Why an Override?

Why does the Public School District Need $1.25 million more?
Anthony Polito, ARRSD Superintendent
To put it very simply, we need an override
because the school district fell one million
dollars short last year and that money was
used for essential services that we cannot
June 12 pm
8
cut. If you add to that cost, increases in en10 am ergy, insurance, and special needs tuitions
you can easily add another $250,000. The
budget for the next school year is barely a
level-services budget. Nothing new is being added. There are
a few new positions added, but we must cut or reschedule other
staff to get the money for those positions.

Vote!

If we only receive the revenues that the towns have available
without the override, we will have to cut somewhere from 21-24
staff positions in the District, and charge fees for things that we
have never charged a fee for in the past. The District has made
staff cuts for the last three years. At present, we do not have any
functioning libraries at the high school or middle school because
we have had to cut all of our librarians. When school libraries are
unaffordable, it is clear that more funding is needed. Education
is said to be a debt that we owe the future. We need to pay this
debt to our students.

Override Informational Meeting for Voters

The public is encouraged to attend a Monday, June 5th meeting
explaining the tax override election to increase funding to the
local public schools at 7 pm at RCS. The school superintendent,
and members of ﬁnance committee, selectboard, and school committee will be there to answer voter questions and hear concerns.
Athol voters approved 90 % of this overrride funding in May.
However, for the funding to be implemented, it is up to Royalston to raise and appropriate $127,500 (an average tax increase
of around $360/ household annually.) If this override doesn’t
pass the public schools will be in a crisis: the arts and most sports
may be eliminated; class sizes would increase dramatically; the
State could take over the school district; and more students would
be likely to “choice”out of the district taking their State funding
along, leaving the district even more cash strapped and forcing
more cuts.

Royalston Zoning Task Force Notes

The Royalston Zoning Project continues. Constructive public input is needed. Opportunities to participate on zoning issues are:
Tuesday, June 6 – 7:30 p.m., Town Hall: Public meeting to present
priorities, proposed revisions, examples of by-laws
Tuesday, June 13 – 7:30 p.m., Town Hall: Review outcome of public meeting; respond to issues raised by residents
Please visit www.royalston-ma.gov for the scope of work for the
zoning project. Questions outside of the meetings may be directed
to Kim MacPhee at 978-249-0946 or Vyto Andreliunas at 978249-7341.
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Phinehas S. Newton Library News
Kathy Morris, Library Director

Trustees: Polly Longsworth, Lisa Freden, Barbara Guiney
Mondays: 10:00am - 8:30pm. Thursdays 1:00pm - 5:00pm and 6:30 - 8:30pm
Saturdays: 9:00am - 12:noon
979-249-3572 www.royalstonlibrary.org
Thank you

Ferron Dooley Fairchild for all her help at whatever is needed
Abby Divoll for help in the young adult room
Raeann LeBlanc for donation of funds to purchase memorial
books
Jim and Janice Draper for donation of movies
Emma O’Connor, Molly Divoll, Marcia Flanagan, Janet Bettey,
and Jim and Pat Kelley for book donations

Recent Contributors to the Friends of the LibraryMany thanks!
Edward Dangel/ Bonnie Widdoes
Betty Woodbury

Jms and Nancy Melbourne
Jeanne and Don Stanton

House Bound? We Deliver.

If you are housebound and cannot make the trip to the library, we
can arrange to have materials delivered to your home. Just call
during open hours or leave a message and someone will call to
discuss the materials and arrange delivery and pickup.

Artist Exhibit

Chris Lyons’ remarkable technical drawings and illustrations are
still on exhibit for the month of June. Stop by and marvel at the
extraordinary detail in her works of many microscopic organisms.
Also on display are two beautiful pastels and illustrations from the
book, Hungry Hollow. July and August will feature the wildlife
pastels and carvings of Laurie Truehart.

Our Adopted Library Update:
Rebuilding After Hurricane Katrina

Ada Williamson, Director of The Mose Hudson Tapia Public Library in La Bayou La Batre, Alabama, reported that construction
of a new library has begun and is scheduled for completion in October. The gift from the government of the Czech Republic will
purchase 7,000 new books for the library and the Gates Foundation
will provide new computers. We “Adopted” The Tapia Library
through the American Library Association program to help libraries damaged by Hurricane Katrina. The Friends of the Phinehas
S. Newton Library are sending funds from The Royalston Shakespeare Production, “The Tempest” along with donations made by
residents of town to assist in the rebuilding. Ada stated that they
have a long way to go but are grateful for any donations. The primary focus was helping people in town rebuild or relocate. Of the
1500 homes in town, only 500 could be saved after the storm. The
library, presently settled in temporary quarters, has played a large
role in providing assistance to individuals by acting as a resource
for information about available programs and as an oasis for families who have lost everything.

Summer Hours at the Library

Beginning in July, the preschool story time takes a vacation and
the library will open at one o’clock on Mondays.
Therefore,
from July through the end of August, the library will be open on
Mondays from 1:00 p.m. through 8:30 p.m. We have tallied the
visits during the 11⁄2 hour “dinner time” and compared it to the
other hours and the Trustees voted to remain open during this time
when many people are coming home from work. It has allowed individuals to stop and not have to come out again to visit the library.
The remaining hours the library is open will remain the same. We
are very grateful to the Athol-Royalston Community Partnership
for Children for funding the extra hours and story time.

Got a million questions?
New Brochure Highlighting Library
Available Soon

Resources

Thanks to a grant from Verizon, we are compiling a brochure on
the ways to gather information at the library. The brochure, which
will be available by the end of June, delineates methods for using the licensed databases available at the library or through your
home, and the other resources for quickly collecting useful information at the library. The brochure will also be available on-line
at www.royalstonlibrary.org.

Library Wins Laptop

Right after joining MassCat, the automation network that will host
our online card catalog, they held a rafﬂe for a laptop computer
for members of the network. I entered for the library and we were
chosen to receive the computer. After it is upgraded, it will provide an extra computer for patrons and staff at the library when the
other computers are being used. It offers ﬂexibility for patrons.
For instance, parents and siblings who need to look something up
online but who came to the library with children and/or brothers
and sisters can be right there with the youngsters in the children’s
room and still use the computer.

Library WiFi Popular

Driving by the library after dark is sometimes an eerie yet exhilarating experience. The building is dark yet there’s a car or two in
the parking area each with a bluish glow emanating from it. No
it’s not aliens but people with laptop computers taking advantage
of the wireless Internet connection available 24 hours a day. In
the near future, we hope to have a table and chairs outside the library for people to use for relaxing and for setting up their laptops.
Wouldn’t is be just dandy if there was lemonade served with petit
fours and bug nets also available for checkout?
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Go to Pot
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The Friends of the Library plant sale is the morning of June 10 at the Post Ofﬁce. Not only does this sale have lots of healthy plants donated
by nearby nurseries, knowledgable sales staff and good prices, but it also has great
at community connnection. There is something sentimental
about putting plants in your own yard that your neighbors had nurtured and enjoyed. I purchased the late Vieno Siniviouri’s dahlia bulbs
at the sale years ago and I can’t plant them or see them blooming without thinking of her. Pass the energy. Donate your extras and thinnings and bring them the morning of the sale to the Post Ofﬁce. Plants can also be dropped off at the library earlier in the week.

The Circus is Coming – Next Year

Due to a scheduling conﬂict, the folks from Silver Lining Circus
will be unable to help us create our own circus this summer but
they will be heading up next summer’s lineup of exciting events.
So if you’ve wanted to run away and join the circus, just wait until
next summer and you won’t have to run far.

What a piece of work is man?
Come ﬁnd out as:
as

The Royalston Shakespeare
Company presents a workshop
performance of Hamlet,

What’s Buzzin’ @ Your Library?
The theme for this year’s Summer Reading Program is

June 29 at 7 pm at Town Hall.
All welcome.
A Friends of the Library Production

“What’s Buzzin’ @ Your Library.” The Massachusetts Board of
Library Commissioners and the Central Massachusetts Regional
Library System sponsor this statewide theme. Programs will be
held each Thursday at the library beginning on Thursday, July 6th
at 1:30 p.m. and run for about an hour and a half. They are designed for children 6 and up. This year heralds the return of Beth
Gospodarek’s very popular Tie-Dye workshop, a Buzzing Workshop on insects, a program where participants will create cement
stepping stones, and, of course, our annual party where we make
and eat yummy homemade ice cream and have a lot of fun. Watch
for the complete schedule in next month’s newsletter and in a ﬂier
coming home from school in children’s backpacks.

NEW BOOKS
ADULT AND YOUNG ADULT FICTION
Abrahams, Peter Behind the Curtain
Atwood, Margaret The Tent
Beinhart, Larry The Librarian
Bereson, Alex The Faithful Spy: A Novel
Brockmeier, Kevin The Brief History of the
Dead
Bynum, Sarah Shun-Lien Madeleine is Sleeping
Coben, Harlan Promise Me
Colfer, Eoin Half Moon Investigations
Crider, Bill A Mammoth Murder
Doig, Ivan The Whistling Season
Ehrenhaft, Daniel Drawing a Blank or How
I Tried to Solve a Mystery, End a Feud, and
Land the Girl of My Dreams
Fuentes, Carlos The Eagle’s Throne: A Novel
Gantos, Jack The Love Curse of the Rumbaughs
Gatewood, Robert The Sound of the Trees
Glass, Julia The Whole World Over
Gregory, Philippa The Virgin’s Lover
Hamilton, Richard Cal and the Amazing AntiGravity Machine
Horowitz, Anthony Alex Rider: The Gadgets
Horowitz, Anthony Ark Angel
Kallos, Stephanie Broken for You
Knox, Elizabeth Dreamhunter
Lipman, Elinor My Latest Grievance
MacHale, D. J. The Lost City of Fear
MacHale, D. J. The Merchant of Death

Players needed, ages 8 - 18.
Must not be sqeamish about
ghosts or bloody ﬁnales. Rehearsals run
from 9 - noon , weekdays June 19 - 29.
Participation
ticipation is free, but commitment
to attend all rehearsals a must. Sign up
at the library; watch for more registration information in kids’ backpacks.

Help bring the Bard to Royalston! If you’d like to advertise
in the program for the play, pls. contact Beth at 249-0358. Rate: for
2.5” x2” ad: $25 Seeing local kids enjoying Shakespeare: priceless.

MacHale, D. J. The
Never War
MacLeod, Alistair No
G
Mallery, Susan Delicious
McCall-Smith, Alexander Blue Shoes and Happiness
McMurtry Larry Telegraph Days
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds Alice in the Know
Nunez, Sigrid The Last of Her Kind

Oates, Joyce Carol High Lonesome: New & Selected Stories 1966-2006

Patterson, James Beach Road
Pears, Iain The Dream of Scipio
Pierce, Tamora Emperor Mage
Pierce, Tamora The Realms of the Gods
Pierce, Tamora Wild Magic
Pierce, Tamora Wolf-Speaker
Quick, Amanda Second Sight
Robards, Karen Vanished
Roth, Philip Everyman
Rowe, Stephanie Date Me Baby, One More Time
Russel, Kirk Dead Game
See, Carolyn There Will Never Be Another You
Skye, Christina Code Name: Blondie
Stanley, Diane Bella at Midnight
Turtledove, Harry Fort Pillow
Tyler, Anne Digging to America
Van Draanen, Wendelin Flipped
Winston, Lois Talk Gertie To Me

ADULT AND YOUNG ADULT
NON-FICTION
Albright, Madeleine The Mighty & the Almighty

Kauffman, Bill Look Homeward, America: In
Search of Reactionary Radicals
Klein, Joe Politics Lost: How American Democracy Was Trivialized by People Who Think
You’re Stupid
McPhee, John Uncommon Carriers
Pollan, Michael The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A
Natural History of Four Meals
Byrn, Anne The Dinner Doctor
Fleming, Fergus Barrow’s Boys
Philbrick, Nathaniel Mayﬂower: A Story of
Courage, Community, and War
Lekuton, Joseph Lemasolai Facing the Lion:
Growing Up Maasai on the African Savanna
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June 10th Celebration in the Center

On Saturday morning, June 10, Royalston Common and Post Ofﬁce will spring to life with events for children and adults.

On the Common:

The annual Village School Pancake Breakfast will be held at the
Town Hall from 7:30-10:30 am, featuring organic blueberry pancakes, real local maple syrup, baked ham, and fresh fruit salad. $6
for adults and $3 for children, children under 2 are free.
A Spectacular Silent Auction will take place upstairs at Town
Hall to beneﬁt the Village School building project at Camp Caravan. Families, staff, artists, and local merchants have donated over
100 unique and exceptionally nice items and services such as Red
Sox tix, ski passes, gift certiﬁcates to local restaurants and incredible crafts like a hand made rocking chair, home knitted wearable
art, and garden items. The Auction opens at 7:30 am with last bids
taken at 11:00 a.m.
The Phinehas S. Newton Library will be holding a Book Sale from
9:00-12:00 noon outside the library. Over 200 VHS movies are for
sale. There will be a nice selection of used books in all genres.
There will also be a well stocked Tag Sale on the Common starting
at 8:30 a.m., by the students in the Village School 4th-6th grade
for its annual trip fund. Everything will be priced to sell quickly.

Free events – Open to All

At 9 a.m., Tom Ricardi will present live birds of prey, outside. Tom
Ricardi takes in injured birds of prey, rehabilitates them, and then
releases them into the wild. His program uses non releasable birds.
At 10 a.m., the local (and ageless) Millers River Morris Men will
dance traditional English men’s village dances to bring good luck,
and fertility to the ﬂocks and ﬁelds.
At 10:15, popular storyteller Norah Dooley will tell stories.
At 10:45, there will be a traditional cake walk as well as face
painting and other activities for children.
From 8-11 a.m., free car seat safety checks by a police ofﬁcer .

At the Post Ofﬁce:

The Annual Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton Library Plant Sale
will be held from 8:30-12:00 noon, outside at the Royalston Post
Ofﬁce, offering a great selection of hardy local plants contributed
by Royalston’s best gardeners, with experienced horticulturists
on hand for advice. In addition, local growers like Prospect Hill
Farm, Noel’s Nursery, Down to Earth Perennials, MacMannis Florist, Maple Hill Nursery, Perennial Patch, and Shepardson’s Gardens donate lush and unusual offerings.
The Royalston Community School 5th grade will have a Basket
and Ticket Rafﬂe to beneﬁt its trip to Nature’s Classroom in the
next school year. The theme for the basket is “a day at the beach.”
The Royalston Village Improvement and Historical Society will
have its famous Bake Sale and Banjo Strum . Tap your toe while
choosing from an arrray of home baked goodies. Get there early
for one of Millie Clement’s famous pies.

Red Cross Blood Drive
Thursday June 22 from 1 - 7 pm
at Royalston Town Hall
The Ladies’ Benevolent Society of Royalston will hold its eleventh
annual Blood Donor Day on Thursday, June 22, from 1 – 7 p.m. at
the Royalston Town hall. Four history stations and four beds will be
set up. Last year, there was unbelievably fast processing. Don’t forget the fabulous home baked goodies in the canteen. You can give
blood many places , but only the LBS turns it into a gala event.
Volunteers make this blood drive hum. People are needed to
bake, escort donors between stations, watch over little ones belonging to workers and donors, and of course, part with a unit of
blood. Please contact Brenda Putney at 978-249-7787 if you’re
able to volunteer in any way. Expect a call from the Red Cross to
schedule a time to donate or just walk in on June 22nd.

Organ Recital July 2

An organ program will be part of a special celebration at First Congregational Church at 3 p.m. on Sunday, July 2. At that time, a citation will be presented from the Organ Historical Society, indicating
that the pipe organ is of historical signiﬁcance and worthy of preservation and continued use and maintenance. The organ at First
Church was built in 1863 by the William A. Johnson Company of
Westﬁeld, MA. It is an excellent example of mid-19th century organ building craftsmanship. More importantly, it is in its original
location and retains its original tonal resources.The OHS, which is
celebrating its 50 anniversary in 2006, is a highly respected organization devoted to history, research and preservation of the pipe
organ in America. As part of the July 2 event, several selections
will be heard on the organ. Among the performers will be Frank
B. Stearns, a former organist of the church. He was last heard in
2003, when the instrument celebrated its 140th birthday.

Local Gay Pride Events

Royalston residents Diane Lincoln and Allen Young have organized
a program marking Gay Pride Month, to take place on four evenings in June at Bruce’s Browser, 1497 Main St., Athol. The free
program celebrates the culture and politics of gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgendered (GLBT) people. The organizers said, “We hope
that this program will bring together people from the gay community in the North Quabbin Region and beyond, as well as interested
heterosexuals, many of whom are our friends and allies. The gay
marriage issue has brought our lives into the public arena more than
ever and these Gay Pride Month events will give us an opportunity
to celebrate our relationships as well as to educate others.”
The schedule of events (for details visit www.brucesbrowser.com):

June 2, feature ﬁlm, “Brokeback Mountain,” winner of 7 Academy
Awards. 7 p.m.
June 8, documentary ﬁlm, “After Stonewall, about history of gay rights
movement, followed by a discussion about its future, 7 p.m.
June 16, feature ﬁlm, “When Night Is Falling,” story concerns unlikely
romance between two very different women -- one who teaches at a Christian college and the other who is a trapeze artist. 7 p..m.
June 23, reading and book signing with Neil Miller of Somerville,
author of “Out of the Past: Gay and Lesbian History from 1869 to the
Present.”covers gay history from British author Oscar Wilde to the contemporary debate about same-sex marriage. There will be an opportunity
for questions and discussion. 7 p.m.

Royalston Community Newsletter June 2006

Retirement Reception for Mrs. Lefebvre on June 2nd at RCS
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After 36 years as the Royalston 4th
grade teacher, Mrs. Janice Lefebve
is retiring. The public is invited to
a reception in her honor at the Royalston Community School on June
2nd from 6:30 to 8:00. Please drop
in to offer good wishes and thanks.
Alternatively, cards can be sent c/o
RCS/ 96 Winchendon Rd./ Royalston
Ma 01368. Mrs. Lefebvre taught
for many years in Whitney Hall and
moved to the Royalston Community School when it was constructed
a few years ago. If you grew up in
Royalston and are competent in fractions, cursive or peacemaking, Mrs.
Lefebvre left her mark. We all wish
her well. Fourth grade will never be
the same.
This is a class photo from 1974 at
Whitney Hall. It was Mrs. Lefebvre’s
(nee Lis, far left) 2nd year in a Royalston classroom.

Summer School Ops at Monty Tech

Monty Tech has a highly respected summer school program for students who need a little extra academic preparation to catch up to
their grade level. Classes are scheduled beginning July 10 and run
Monday through Thursdays for either a ﬁve or six week session,
ending August 10 or August 17. Courses available are English 9,
10, 11, or 12; pre-algebra I, geometry, algebra II, consumer & business math, trigonometry & advanced algebra; science & technology
9 or 10, biology, environmental science, or chemistry; US History I
or II, or world history. Monty Tech students may also enroll in trade
area related classes. Registration forms are available on-line or by
calling 1-800-853-6689 ext. 5220. Bus transportation may be available; non-Monty Tech students will be assessed a $25 fee.

RCS Poetry Club

Congratulations to Isabelle
O’Connor who recently
O’Connor,
won the Boston College
Science Poetry Contest in
the “most expresive” categpory at Kindergarten level.
Here is her poem:
Pretty woodpeckers
sit on leafy walnut trees
pecking for bugs

Anna Deegan, grade 2. wrote this
poem with a subject garaunteed to be
noticed in a library newsletter:
Books, Books, stacked like pancakes
I like books better than:
donuts
toys
carrots
apples
oranges
cookies
ice cream
cake
Books stacked on shelves
Under my bed
Waiting to be read

RCS End of the Year Update

The end of May featured our annual Grade 5 DARE Graduation
with ofﬁcer Sherry Minor, as well as a very meaningful Memorial
Day observance, featuring an address by Royalston’s Alan Bowers,
a long-time friend of schoolchildren across the District.
In June, the calendar gets busier than ever with various grades
taking ﬁeld trips to Boston, to Northﬁeld Mountain, and to the
Seaman Paper Company. District Peer Mediators will be attending a Conference on Mediation at Hampshire College. The week
of June 5-9 also features everyone’s favorite adventure, Nature’s
Classroom. This annual sixth grade trip gives students an opportunity to focus on team building while experiencing a hands-on
science, math, language arts, social science, and arts curriculum
—all in the setting of a Maine beach.
Other June events include DARE’s “Hug-a-Tree and Bike Safety
programs, biodiversity days displays, a June 1 poetry celebration,
and a June 7 Band Concert. Field Day is on June 15 and community help is always welcome.
The Grade 6 Completion Ceremony will be held on Wednesday,
June 14, from 6:30- 8:30 in the RCS cafetorium Principal Mitchell
Grosky would like to extend an invitation to the entire community to
be a part of the festivities as he sees this as a community event. “After all,” he notes, “these children really belong to the whole town;
that’s why we call it the Royalston Community School. I’ve always
been impressed by the feeling that I observe from townspeople—that
these are OUR kids, and we need to support them!”
On behalf of the entire staff and the children, we would like to
thank the community for their many kindnesses, encouragement,
and support throughout the year.
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Recipe of the Month

Most students think that teachers go home, correct papers and
think only about their classes. Do teachers even leave the school in
the summer? They are waving students to get on the bus in June
for vacation and standing at the door when the students return in
September. The unbelievable reality is that teachers have their
own families, interests and ideals. Some even cook! This month’s
recipe comes from Janice Lefebvre, 4th grade teacher in Royalston
schools for 36 years. She likes to prepare this easy refreshing vegetable dish for barbecues and summer outings.( It might be just the
thing to bring to her retirement party June 2nd at 6:30 at RCS.)
It must be prepared the day before to give the ﬂavors a chance to
sink in.

Classiﬁeds:

For Sale: Ten foot opening metal security gate -$100. 249-3040.
Computer Consulting: Building, troubleshooting, repairs and
home networking. Home visits. $15.00/hour. Brendon Kellner.
978-249-4644 or pyro_2006@hotmail.com.
Dog Obedience training for you and your dog. Group and individual
lessons, ﬂexible times and locations. Call Sherry Miner at 249-4587.
Odd jobs, yard work, and dog walking sevice available. Call 18
year old Nicholas Cormier at 978-249-8074.

Congregational Church Youth Group News

Sweet and Sour Carrots
(also known as copper pennies)
5 cups sliced carrots (2 lbs.)
1 medium onion - thinly sliced
1 can tomato soup
1/2 cup salad oil
1 cup sugar
3/4 cup vinegar
1 tsp mustard
1 tsp Worcestershire sauce

* 15 people climbed Mt Monadnock April 30th.- Awesome day!
* 8 members participated in Walk for hunger in Boston May 7th
They raised $1200 for Project Bread - feeding people in MA.
* Mother’s Day Breakfast - May 14 - 8 to 10:30 - served 60 to 75
people,raised $100 for Youth Group Activities.

Boil carrots for 2 1/2 minutes. Let cool. Then, mix with onion and
pepper. Mix all other ingredients over carrots and let stand at least
12 hours in the refrigerator.

Town Clean Up a Big Success

Charlie Scribner
The Royalston Clean up was help April 29, 2006 at Bullock Park. This year was the biggest year yet as over 25 groups helped clean
the roadsides of Royalston. Many people picked up trash on roadways in their neighborhoods and brought it to Check Point Charlie, a
collection site at Bullock Park. An estimated 25 truckloads of roadside trash was collected and taken to the transfer station. The bottles,
cans, fast food containers and car parts were sorted and taken for recycling and disposal. Charlie Scribner supplied the food and supplies for the Hotdog and Chili cookout after the Clean Up was done. Thanks to all the people that helped . Royalston looks better and
the roadways are deﬁnitely cleaner.
A big thank you to:
The Rob and Carrie Hutchins Family - Rt. 32, Tully Dam, Stewart
Royalston Selectman - Use of Bullock Park
Royalston Board of Health - Charlie Divoll and Ben Otto - Dis- Rd., Doanes Rd. areas
Phil Leger / Family - Deland Rd, Taff Hill Rd., NE Fitzwilliam Rd.
posal of trash
Jeff and Ellie Brounes - Deland Rd
Post Ofﬁce Mistress - Use of electrical outlet to heat Chili
The Chase Gospodarek family - NE Fitzwilliam Road, Brown Rd Ralph Cutter - Athol Richmond Rd - Butterworth Rd. area
Gerry Lajoie - Norcross Rd. area
and So. Royalston Rd.
Gary Winslow - Rt. 32 Athol Richmond Rd, Rt. 68 and south
The Morris - Siegel Family - Prospect Hill Area
Bill Hood - Mill Yard Rd and parts of old Scout Camp Area
The Putney Family - N. Fitzwilliam Road from NH line
The Scribners and McCorquodale Families - Laurel Lake, N. Fitz- George Fiffy and Grand-daughter - Rt. 68 South Royalston Area
Dave & Mikey Wood - Falls Rd area
william, Athol Rd.
The Jimmy Richardson Family / with Tractor & Trailer - Athol Rd. Rose Lawrence, Kathy Pirro - Rt. 68, Dickley Rd., Gulf Rd.
Eric Dufﬁn - Norcross and New Boston Rd. area
The Mike LaJoie family
First Congregational Church Youth Group - Mike and Sue V. But- The O Conner Family - Taft Hill
David Carr, Maureen Blasco and Sheila Hall - Winchendon Rd. area
terworth/ Family, Norcross Rd. area
See you next year! - Last Saturday in April - 9 to 12, Bullock Park

CONGRATULATIONS AND GOOD NEWS

Got something to crow about? Send it along to
the RCN: chasegos@gis.net or drop at librar
library.

Con-graduations 2006 !

Roger D. O’Donnell earned a Masters in Education and Elizabeth (Newton) Phelps completed
a nursing degree from Fitchburg State College.
Eric Blasco graduated cum laude with a BA in history from
Brandeis University. He has accepted a position teaching English
in Spain in the fall.

Residents, Herve J
Bosse and Jonathon Germain, at
their recent pinning ceremony in
the nursing department of MWCC.
photo: Barclay

Herve J Bosse and Jonathon Germain were awarded Associates
of Science Nursing Degrees from Mount Wachusett Community
College. Mr. Bosse was noted for his high 3.8 GPA. Each will
soon be taking nursing board exams for licensure as a Registered
Nurse. Mr. Germain will study in the Nurse Practitioner program
at Regis College in the fall.
Sandra P Lajoie was awarded her Business Administration Certiﬁcate from the Mount.
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Marianne Frazier has been appointed assistant dog ofﬁcer in
Phillipston.
Laurie Truehart recently competed in the Ward World Championship for Wildfowl Carving in Ocean City, MD. She received
ﬁrst place in Advanced Decorative Life Size Wild Fowl: Birds of
Prey and second place in Life Size Wild Fowl Division for her
carving of a saw-whet owl. (Laurie’s work will be featured at the
Phinehas S. Newton library in July and August.)
Royalston’s rocker, Linq, has a new CD, Fast Moving Dream,
being released on June 13th. WRSI in Northampton has invited
her to play a set at the “Taste of Amherst” on 6/15, so the timing is
perfect. The CD will be available for sale at Bruce’s Browser (go
ﬁgure!) or through my website at www.linqmusic.com.
Third term academic honor roll students from Royalston at Athol
High included: Straight As- Chet Hall, Marissa Kellner, Ashley
Bergquist, David Coﬂesky, and Erin Marioiski; all As and BsChristina Sawyer, Natalie Whitcomb, Kimberlee Thompson,
Rhetta Guimond, Andrew Martioski, Mieka Melbourne, and
Stephanie Campos.
Congratulations to 3rd tern honor roll students at Monty Tech:
April Doucette , Ryan Gaudette, Brittany Warren, Dylan
Bates, Cotey Basso, Andrew Parnanen and Megan Wessels.

Memorials

Francis S. White Sr. , 92, of 12 Main St in South Royalston died
April 26, 2006.

Crystal Cormier, daughter of Paul and Patricia Cormier, graduated from
Wheelock College in Boston on May 19th with a BA in Human Development and a concentration in Child Life. She also represented her class
as the undergraduate student commencement speaker. While at Wheelock, she completed internships at Children’s Hospital Boston, Floating
Hospital for Children, and Concord Hospital in Concord NH. At the end
of May she will be ﬂying to Texas to attend the 2006 Annual Child life
Conference and to take the Child Life Certiﬁcation Exam. In June she
will be presenting to the CEOs of Concord Hospital As a certiﬁed Child
Life Specialist she hopes to reduce the negative impact of stressful or
traumatic healthcare experiences for children and their families.

He was born in Hubbardston, September 17, 1913, a son of Herbert and Lillian White. He grew up in Barre where he attended
school and lived in Petersham for several years. He had lived in
Royalston since 1954. He served in the US army during WWII.

Caitlin J. Barclay, 17, recently attended Mount Wachusett Community
College’s l awards ceremony. She was presented with certiﬁcates recognizing her induction to the national junior college honor society, and for
her election to Who’s Who Among Students in American Junior Colleges.
She also received a certiﬁcate and cash award for being one of MWCC’s
two nominees for USA TODAY’S All-USA Academic Team. Later, Caitlin was recognized for her service as MWCC Student Government President. Caitlin is spending a month in Australia this summer.

He leaves his wife of 65 years, Eleanor B. (Albrecht) White; two
sons, Francis H. White Jr and his wife Florence of South Royalston
and Kenneth White and his wife Cathy of Orange; four daughters,
Judy Lamoureaux of Royalston, Susan Nance and her husband David of Lenoir City TN, Janice Trask and her husband Larry as well
as Cindy Boucher and her husband Ed of South Royalston; many
grandchildren, many great grandchildren and several great great
grand children; and a sister, Mary Langier of Barre.

Jeff Scribner has completed his 2nd Year at Western New England College -History Major.

He was predeceased by a son, Charles R. White in 1999, two brothers, Charles and Paul White, and a sister, Dorothy Pimental.

Karylann Frazier, 2nd year student at Mt. Wachusett Community
College, is on the Dean’s list and has been elected to Phi Theta Kappa

In lieu of ﬂowers the family suggests contributions be made to :
the 2nd Congregational Church, c/o Luann Simula, 50 Main Rd.,
Phillipston MA 01331.

He worked for the Town of Templeton prior to his retirement. Before that, he had worked for Frank White and Son Construction
and Curtis Construction. He raised pigs for many years. He was
a member of the 2nd Congregational Church and enjoyed farming,
traveling, woodworking, constructing children’s furniture and toys
and spending time with his family.

Page 10

Royalston Community Newsletter June 2006

In Your Own Backyard

Beth Gospodarek
Q: Which is the largest wild animal in North America? Hints:
They have big blocky grinding teeth, long gawky front legs and are
quite near - sighted. Their babies are born in early June.
Answer:
Despite moose’ ﬁne senses of smell and hearing, it’s not easy being huge.
moose

Moose don’t form permanent bonds. Mating for moose moms is
pretty much a one day rough and noisy encounter amongst the fall
foliage, followed by a long hungry winter as a pregnant, single
mom looking after the previous year’s kids. Moose dads don’t
have it so easy either. Getting near a female during the fall rut often
involves aggressive tussles with other males, but that’s rarely the
worst of it. In September and October, bulls are so driven to mate
with as many partners as possible that they frequently forget to eat;
as a result, males can nearly starve in the fall.
Moose cows are having babies in early June. Although they will
weigh 3 00-400 lbs by fall, at birth these calves are 20 – 25 lbs
and reddish brown with no spots. Cows have single offspring beginning at age 2 but after age 4, they usually have twins. Newborn
deer fawns lie extremely still and use camouﬂage as protection,
but moose calves use maternally crazed aggression as a defense.
Moose are big. They weigh over 1000 pounds and stand over 6
feet. Mother moose have been known to kill bear and wolves in
protection of their young. When the new babies are born, the yearlings are forced off by their mothers to ﬁnd new territories. It is
not uncommon to spot confused adolescents trying to their way in
the wide world at this time of year.
Like turkeys, coyote and beaver, moose populations have made a
big comeback in the last 30 years. Prior to European settlement,
there were more moose than deer in New England, but by the mid
1800s there were only 15 moose known to be in the whole state of
New Hampshire. This decline was mainly due to loss of habitat to
farms and logging. Moose need a variety of habitats: swamps for
aquatic plants in summer, new growth woods full of tender saplings
in spring and fall and older forests for protection from the winter.
Moose move to ﬁnd the habitat they need and travel from 5 – 50
miles in a day. A moose may live to be 20 years old. However,
moose are not invulnerable. Many are hit by cars. In addition, they
are often killed by a tiny parasite called brainworm, which is carried
by white tail deer. Although the deer are not susceptible, their feces
passes the parasite to a land snail which the moose inadvertently eat
while browsing. Moose also die from severe infestations of winter
ticks. One moose can carry from 10,000 to 120,000 ticks. When the
moose tries to remove the ticks by scratching and rubbing, it simultaneously wears away its own hair leaving it vulnerable to infections
and hypothermia.
For more moose information browse: www.wildlife.state.nh.us/
wildlife/proﬁle_moose.html.

Garden Notes

Larry Siegel
Bemoan the lack of rain one month; bemoan the excess of rain
the following month. Such is the nature of New England weather. Who could have imagined that when the sun set on May 8 it
would not reappear until the evening of May 16. It is May 21.
The wind has picked up; the rain is coming down in sheets, there
are moments of hail. There has been at least some precipitation
twelve of the past thirteen days. We were a bit out of range of the
deluge to the east but close enough to obtain signiﬁcant amounts
of rainfall (3 1⁄2” over ﬁve days). The ground was dry and the
rain fell gently over an extended period. There was little runoff.
However, the one inch that was dumped mid-day on the 19th put
us over the top. Standing water in the lower garden, a rare occurrence. There is standing water in not-so-low gardens.
Accomplishing garden tasks was a challenge. I simply accepted
the fact that a change of clothes would be necessary from time to
time and went about my business. Conditions were ideal for transplanting (at least for the seedlings, if not the one transplanting);
the onions, leeks, parsley, and celery all made a successful transition from seed ﬂat to garden. The soil, at least in the upper garden,
remained workable and I was able to prepare additional beds.
The next couple of weeks is my gardening crunch. A multitude
of seeds must be planted, a multitude of seedlings transplanted.
The tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, basil, and at least a dozen annual ﬂowers thrive in Maureen Blasco’s greenhouse on Norcross
Road, awaiting the arrival of more-summerly conditions.
I plant tomatoes in two ways. The slicers are allowed to sprawl
along the ground, simulating the way they would grow under
natural conditions. Theoretically, this method should provide a
greater number of smaller-sized fruit than staking. On the other
hand, this method provides easier access for the slugs, which
have become increasingly troublesome the past few years. Even
I, ruthless dispatcher of garden pests, draw the line at squishing
slugs. I toss them out of the garden, reasonably assuming that
they will return at a snail’s pace. Cherry tomatoes are encouraged
to climb on six-foot chicken wire. This often requires ongoing
encouragement since the plants do not exhibit a natural inclination to climb, but it very much simpliﬁes the harvest.
The no-till experiment continues to be encouraging. There is
some grass emerging from seed heads in the hay mulch but it is
so shallow-rooted that a well-placed kick will upend it. Until the
drying-out process is well underway, I hesitate to cultivate the
open ground. Unless the weeds are removed from the garden (a
chore I do not wish to undertake), they are likely to re-root in the
sodden earth.
Otherwise, the gardens are in their full late-May orderliness.
Spinach has been thinned to its ﬁnal spacing; peas have begun to
climb the brush. The former will be ready for harvest in a couple
of weeks; the latter no earlier than the beginning of July. We
make do in the meantime with (almost) daily meals of asparagus,
parsnips, and/or garlic greens. Life could be worse.
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Compliments of Frank B. Stearns

Cash Paid for your
unwanted/junk cars and trucks
Call Todd
508-498-5473 or 978-249-6410

North Quabbin’s Center for the Performing Arts
1794 MEETINGHOUSE, New Salem, MA

Tickets $10/$8 on line at www.1794meetinghouse.org
at the New Salem General Store & at the door unless sold out.

Sat. JUNE 10, 7:30 pm: SOUTHERN RAIL - Heart stopping bluegrass
brimming with infectious humor. www.southern rail.com
Sponsored by The Daniels Family
Thurs. JUNE 15, 7:30 pm: WORK IN PROGRESS - Folk music with
Phil Rabinowitz, Charlene & Tom Deam, Lois Somers & Dick Hyland.
Sat. JUNE 17, 7:30 pm: HA HA SISTERHOOD - The brave and
hysterical art of improv comedy. www.hahasisterhood.com
Sun. JUNE 18, 7:30 pm: SELKIE - Traditional Irish to contemporary
American. Father’s Day! FATHERS GET IN FREE
Thurs. JUNE 22, 7:30 pm: 5 ALONE - Award winning gospel/pop a
cappella group from the Pioneer Valley Performing Arts School.
www.5alone.com
Sat. JUNE 24, 7:30 pm: MAD AGNES - Not to be missed eclectic
folk/pop vocal trio with a loyal following. www.madagnes.com
Spinsored by William Oldach Esq.
Sun. JUNE 25, 2 pm: QUABBIN VALLEY PRO MUSICA
Featuring great opera choruses. Geoffrey Hudson, Conductor
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Wildlife Sightings

Bob and Linda Harris of Prospect Hill Road had a bear walk onto
their back porch and come right up to their bay window. Bill and
Lian Cutting also has a bear visit their home on Warwick Rd.
A chestnut sided warbler was sighted mid-May in the Mangum’s
lilacs on School St. Populations of this bird species in the state
have been steadily declining, so Mass Wildlife has been working
to increase the acreage of meadow habitat it requires.
Two River Otters were exploring and snuffﬂing beneath the
bridge at Newton Hollow early on May 24. A stout, grey muzzled
beaver swam over and ran them off. The otters let out a series of
furious high pitch chirps, but swam away quickly.
Eastern Bluebirds are nesting in the bluebird boxes along Tully
Dam. They’ve also been spotted on the library fence.
With all the rain and cool weather of May, blooms on wildﬂowers
have lasted longer than usual. The short walk from the parking
area to the dam at Birch Hill in late May showed: polygala, Canadian Mayﬂower, star ﬂower, blue bead lilies, bluets, violets, wild
oats and wild azealea (rhodora).
Charlie Scribner saw a moose - no antlers- on the tennis courts at
Camp Caravan on May 8th.
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How to Contact Us

Submission deadline for July issue is: June 22

To submit news, articles, ads, calendar notices, classiﬁeds:
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