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LBS Memorial Concert

The 10th Annual Ladies Benevolent Society Memorial Concert is being
held this year on Sunday, March 24th, at 4:00 pm in the ballroom at the
Bundschuh house. Please note the change from a Wednesday night.

The Concert was begun 10 years ago after the death of our beloved Maxine
Willcox, Royalston’s last teacher at the one room schoolhouse (now the
Post Office and Historical Museum). It has been held every year since to
honor Royalston residents, both women and men, who have passed away.

Local musicians will present an hour long concert followed by the al-
ways delectable offerings of the LBS. We are hoping that the switch to a
Sunday afternoon event will alleviate the time constraints of having the
concert on a weekday night.

Thanks in advance to our ever gracious hostess, Patience Bundschuh, for
opening her beautiful house and ballroom for this wonderful event. For
more information, please contact Deb Nunes, 978-249-4000.

Recipe of the Month

Lynn and Greg Nystrom live with their two children in Royalston. The
children, Brent and Jackie, go to the Village School, where Lynn has
taught math for the past three years. But, this is not Lynn’s first time at the
Village School; she went there as a child growing up in Royalston, when
it was the local puablic school,the Raymond School. When Lynn was ten,
her family moved to New Mexico, and she lived there until she moved
back here with her family in 1998. Here’s a comfort food recipe from the
Nystrom kitchen:

Vegetarian Black Bean Chili
Ingredients:

1 teaspoon olive oil

small onion, diced,

2 garlic cloves, minced

2 small zucchini thinly sliced

2 carrots, thinly sliced

1 tablespoon chili powder

1 teaspoon ground cumin

2 cans black beans, rinsed and drained
1 can (28 0z.) crushed tomatoes

1 package frozen corn kernels

Directions:

In a large pot heat olive oil over medium-high. Add onion and
garlic and season with salt and pepper, stirring occasionally until
softens (about 4 mins). Add zucchini, carrots, chili powder and
cumin. Cook stirring occasionally until carrots are crisp-tender

(6-8 mins). Add beans, tomatoes, corn and 1 cup water. Simmer
until slightly thickened and carrots are soft (8-10 mins).

Easter Bunny To Return to Royalston

A reliable source has reported that the Easter Bunny will again make an
appearance at the Annual Royalston Egg Hunt, scheduled for Saturday,
March 30 at the Royalston Common. The event will begin promptly at
10:00 AM with a group start from the steps of the Town Hall. It has been
rumored that more than 2000 plastic eggs will be scattered on the Com-
mon, each containing candy!

Following the egg hunt itself, participants will have the opportunity to
mold their own chocolate candies in the Town Hall, yet another feature of
the annual extravaganza.

Donations will be accepted at the Library and at the Royalston General
Store through March 22. Donated candy must be individually wrapped
and small enough to fit inside the typical plastic eggs used for the hunt.
Cash donations are also welcome. Volunteers to work at the egg hunt are
needed as well.

Wildlife Sighting

This is actually a wild-dead sighting. A dead barred owl was found un-
bloodied or otherwise sullied , frozen, with its head a little to the side, on
the edge of Millyard Rd between the Brousseaus and the Hoods. How did
it die and how did it get there? Rather mysterious.

Paul A. Montero, P.L.S.

Professional Land Surveyor

101 Northeast Fitzwilliam Rd - PO Box 20
Royalston, Massachusetts 01368
Telephone: (978) 249-5879




Got something to crow about? Send all the news
along to the RCN. Zap to chasegos@gis.net or
drop at the library.

Monty Tech Honor Roll

The following Royalston students have achieved honor roll status
for the second semester and their first choice for their shop/trade
at Monty Tech:

Rhiannon Fletcher: Special Honor Roll with straight A’s, Health
Occupations for shop

Melissa Persson: High Honor Roll with all A’s and B’s, Graphic
Communications for shop

Taryne Swan: High Honor Roll with all A’s and B’s, Cosmetology
for shop

Loryn Killay: High Honor Roll with all A’s and B’s, Masonry
for shop

Dahlia Wright: High Honor Roll with all A’s and B’s, Auto Body:
Collision Repair for shop

Military News:

Sgt. Kevin Nunes, son of Deb and Joe Nunes, is currently de-
ployed in Afghanistan with the 110th Mountain Division out of Ft.
Drum, NY. He is an MP providing convoy escort in the Ghazni
area, between Kabul and Kandahar.

Brian Nunes, US Navy, is currently stationed at the Naval Air
Engineering Base in Lakehurst, NJ, where he lives with wife Jen
and children Kylie and Gabriel.

Boyd Estes, of town, is one of the directors of photography on
THE PATH TO VIOLENCE, part of PBS’ “After Newtown” initia-
tive, a series of documentaries, news reports and public affairs pro-
grams that provides thought-provoking context to the national con-
versation about gun violence in America. Commissioned January
2nd and delivered six weeks later, THE PATH TO VIOLENCE is
a one-hour documentary that tackles the issues of where society
should draw the line between individual rights and the safety of the
public. From the rights of gun owners to the rights of the mentally
ill, and from high-tech security products to the real choices faced
by cash-strapped schools, the film weighs all the options regarding
how to keep our children’s schools and colleges secure.

Hot Hoops: Congratualtions to Shelby Bronnes and Tanner Favreau
for their division win and 19-1 season with the Athol High School girl’s
basketball team. Shelby, a senior, scored 186 points this season with a
game high of 17 points. Tanner, a sophmore, scored 151 in the season.
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Welcome

Margaret June Shoul Nolan was born at Mt. Auburn Hospital in
Cambridge, MA on January 18 to parents Maile Shoul and Sean
Nolan. She weighed 8 Ibs 12 oz and was 21 inches long. The proud
grandparents are Ruth Suyenaga and Mark Shoul of Royalston and
Bridget and Dan Nolan of Athol.

Kensi Lynn Richardson made her way into this world on January 11th,
8lbs 21 inches. Pictured with her proud parents Kayla Stevens and Aaron
Richardson. She is the granddaughter of the delighted James and Barbara
,niece of Michael and his partner Taylor Dygon.
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Royalston Police Department graduates DARE participants
Mary C. Barclay

Royalston Police Officer Sherry A. Min-
er recently completed her eighth year as
D.ARE. (Drug Abuse Resistance Educa-
tion) instructor for Royalston Community
School’s fifth grade. Officer Sherry under-
went extensive training — in excess of 80
hours in child development, education, decision-making and drug
awareness — to earn certification as a D.A R .E. instructor, and con-
tinues her education to maintain it. Although the program receives
some tax dollars and substantial support from public donations and
the Royalston Police Association, Officer Sherry donates a great
deal of time each year to see this program takes place.

. . .

TO RESIST DRAUGS

AND VIOLENCE.

Congratulations to 2013 D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Resistance Education)
graduates. Seventeen members of Salli Knetchel’s fifth grade class suc-
cessfully completed the nine-week program. Alexandria Lajoie earned the
top prize in the annual essay contest, reading her excellent submission to
the assembly. Runners up were Haley Wrigley and Maria Bianchi. Hon-
orable mentions were awarded to Smantha Buturla, Dominic Cassarino,
and Jonathan Mahony. Other graduates celebrated with a graduation cer-
emony and reception were Cole Benoit, Isabella Cooke, Deven Grover,
Ashley Hadmack, Jayce Lajoie, Kylie Lashua, Krystal McCulley, Noah
Michaelson, Kevin O'Connor, Matthew Willhite, and Sadie Wright.

Scholarships for Royalston Students:

Student scholarship deadlines are NOW! To apply, be organized and on top
of these dates! First stop is the guidance department — public schools main-
tain a list of scholarships available to their students. Contact every local ser-
vice organization you can think of. Do not underestimate on-line searches.

The Ladies Benevolent Society Scholarships are available to both
high school seniors and returning students. There is a new form with a
new deadline this year. It is available at the Monty Tech and Athol High
School guidance offices and at the Phinehas Newton Library.

Royalston Academy Scolarships: Deadline April 12,2013

Forms are available through your high school guidance counselor or
Contact Kristen West c/o Royalston Acadenty Scholarship Committee, Box
35, Royalston, Ma. 01368. The Katherine Seymour Bullock Cole Me-
morial Scholarship (up to $1000) is available to graduating high school
residents of Royalston going on to a higher education. The Judy Jenkins
Musco Scholarship is available for Royalston residents interested in pur-
suing educational activities including home schooling, educational travel,
and educational and literacy programs.

At R.CS. 1t Is A Busy Month!

Tayiah Neale , grade 6

In the classrooms children are starting to learn a lot towards the
end of the year. On the hundredth day of school, grades K-2 got
to have a beach lunch. The cafe was heated to “100° degrees and
students got to have lunch on beach towels and blankets. The kids
also did some Hundred Day activities in the classroom. I know
second grade did hats like every year, a fun tradition. In Ms. Dr-
ouin’s class, the younger kids did a writing class and the older kids
class is soon to come. In the higher grade levels, they’re preparing
for M.C.A.S testing, which is a difficult test seeing what students
have learned. The six graders have made 3 kites and they got to
fly them this month too. Also the Friday before vacation was
Dance In The Hall Day! Principle Leander played music randomly
through out the day and whenever the children heard the music
over the loud speaker, they knew to get in the hallway and dance.
Thats whats happening around the school!

P.T.G News

The parent teacher group is holding a coin wars untill the end of Fe-
buary. The class with the most money wins. Also Movie Night is com-
ing up Lastly, the talent show is soon so get those routines together!

March

5 - Photo/Writers Club AREF grant funded

6 - 1/2 Day Elementary, No Kindergarten

Kindergarten Registration 1:00 - 4:00PM @ Athol-Royalston
Middle School Library

12 Photo/Writers Club - AREF grand funded

13 1/2 Day, All Students, Prof. Dev.

27 - Spring Pictures

Monty Tech News

Royalston Rep. Mary C. Barclay — mcbarclay@ juno.com — 978-249-2598
The Massachusetts Life Sciences Center has awarded Monty Tech
with a $248,276.76 grant to develop (with Mount Wachusett Com-
munity College) a dual enrollment program in biotechnology. The
program will offer two, tuition-free courses, Intro to Biotechnol-
ogy and Basic Solution and Media Preparation. Qualified seniors
can earn up to seven college credits for these courses, transferable
to several colleges and universities in the U.S. As part of this grant,
two rooms formerly used for art will be renovated with ADA-com-
pliant features and leading edge laboratory equipment.

February marked the kick-off event for the first ever Monty Tech
Fish & Game Club! On the order of 15 students along with a
variety of staff members, parents and participated in the first activ-
ity — Ice fishing on Lake Wampanoag at Camp Collier in Gardner.
With support of area sporting clubs, the group expects to offer the
Monty Tech members a broad range of outdoor experiences. Roy-
alston’s own Kevin Killay (machine technology instructor) and
Tim Wright (welding instructor) are serving as advisors.

Congrats to Monty Tech’s Math Team, which placed third (out of
18) at a recent competition in Charlton. We wish the team well on
their upcoming Worcester County Math League competition slated
for March 6 at Wachusett Regional High.



Fish and Game Roast Beef Supper

February’s Roast Beef Supper was cancelled due to the storm that
wasn’t. The next is Saturday, March 9 at 6:30 p.m.. Start out with all-
you-can-eat salad and bread, followed by heaping platters of thinly
sliced roast beef, giant bowls of mashed potatoes and green beans,
boats of gravy, as well as coffee, tea and dessert will fill the hungri-
est customer. You can also end the evening with some BLITZ — just a
quarter a card! Contact the club at 978-249-3004 for ticket availability.

Lion’s Club Breakfast

The Lion’s Club St. Patrick’s Special is two eggs your way, with corned
beef hash, homefries with toast or English muffin. Coffee, juice and tea
also included. Breakfasts to order are also available with any style eggs,
sausage, home fries, toast/French toast and beverages. Specials and all
other meals are $7/adults; $6/seniors; $5/under 12 — add $1 for omelets.
The Phillipston-Area Lion’s Club could use more Royalston members —
contact Junior Whitney at 978-249-3566 to see what it’s all about!

At the Village School

Now we are heading into sugaring season, and all the classes will be
making field trips to the Richardson Farm in Phillipston for sugaring and
lambing. The K-6th classes start swimming at the YMCA on Fridays.
The week of March 11th is Dance Week! Yabei Chen will be teaching
dance daily to all the classes, culminating with an All School performance
at the Town Hall at 4:00 Friday March 15.

Science Night Wednesday evening March 20 7:00 pm

Back in January, 4th-6th grade students chose a topic to investigate, and
with the help of scientist Cathy Szal, designed experiments to prove or
disprove the initial hypothesis. No help from parents. Peer review is part
of the process. Students will enthusiastically display their work at Science
Night and be ready to explain it. Come see their work and ask questions!
Everyone is welcome.

Save the Date: Summer Programs at the Village School (check the
website for info)

Nature Arts and Play for ages 4-10  9-1:00 Choose 1 or 2 weeks:
July 8-12 and /or July 15-19

The Science and Art Experience for ages 8-13

July 8-12 9to 1

Woodworking for Children for ages 8 and up

July 22-269t0 3
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Featuring Melanie Mangum's awesome vocal abilities
and some of the region's most versatile and accomplished sidemen,
the Blue Shots never fail to captivate and electrify their andience.
Whether you come to dance {recommended) or for a night of
unparalleled listening pleasure, you will nat be disappointed.

Traditional St. Patrick’s Day Dinner

L]
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Melanie and the Blue Shots Winter Tour:
March 1, Royalston Open Mic 7-10  March 18 Gardner Ale House 7-10
March 16 Warwick Town Hall 7-10 ~ April 3 Bull Run, Shirley 7-10

Save the Date for Blues Night 2013
Saturday, May 11,2013
7:00 pm., Town Hall
Tickets $10.00
Featured Band: Little Wolf
More information next newsletter

North Quabbin Garden Club
Thursday, March 21,2013 7 p.m.
Millers River Environmental Center
100 Main Street, Athol, MA 01331

Smarter Gardening

Get ready for spring with methods that promote healthy soil life
and low-maintenance vegetable and flower gardens. Seeds of Soli-
darity Farm and Education Center staff will share techniques for
using cardboard and mulches to enhance soil fertility for starting
or enhancing your vegetable, flower or herb gardens. Some tips for
raised beds and season extension based on Seeds of Solidarity’s
“Grow Food Everywhere” garden program for the community will
also be covered. Beginner and experienced gardeners alike will
leave with “simply great” ideas to share and inspire.
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Classifieds
Plowing & Sanding. Contact Wayne R. Newton at 978-895-7422.

Sharpening: knives and scissors. Also, custom knife making. Call Rob 978-320-9982.

Little Farmers Child Care, located next to RCS now has full and part
time openings! It also has before and after school child care. Hours are
6am-5pm Call Joni @ 978-575-1083

Graphic digital artist for hire. Websites, print materials - posters, flyers,
brochures, business cards, invitations, etc... Also photo and slide scanning
offered. Call Barbara at 508.364.3339 or email brguiney @wildblue.net.

Birch Hill Computers: Sales, Repairs and Parts
978-790-7876, birchhillcomputers.com.

House cleaning. 4 hr - $60.00. Experienced with references. Roy-
alston resident. Call Fran: home 978-249-4596 or cell 895-0817.

Justice of the Peace and Notary Public. Mariah Mallet 249-9410.
$14/

Do you need housekeeping, outdoor work, or other odd jobs?
hour. Call Kathleen Lawrence Pirro at 978-249-9774.

Custom Sawmilling Service - Our portable mill can turn your logs or ours
into boards, planks, or beams. Log capacity is 36” diameter 21’ long. Call
for pricing: Josh Doub

Laurie Truehart private wood carving lessons. 978-249-3291.

Winter Storage: motorcycle, automobiles, boats, etc. Unheated. Clean
and dry. Call 978-249-4013.

Custom sawmill. Call Josh Doub (978) 249-2871 or Tom Musco @ Roy-
alston Oak Timber Frames at (978) 249-9633. We also make beautiful timber
frames for additions, barns, sheds and homes.

For sale
Hand-knitted items: baby sweater sets, mittens, hats, boot socks, etc.
Nice selection of colors. Call 978-249-4013.

Birch Knoll Farm - Hay for sale, Goats for sale: for meat or pets or rent
them for brush clearing. Contact Helen at 978-249-3163 or 774-239-5062

Free-Range, pasture raised pork. Raised in Royalston. $2.00/pound; hang-
ing weight. Processing fees not included. Whole pig or half. We arrange and
ship for processing. Come pick one out. Call Chet Hall IV 249-2183.

Grass-fed Beef: All cuts available. Call Kathy at 978-249-4260.

Squier Davis Farm- Local, raw honey from happy bees at Squier Davis
Farm. $6.00/1 Ib. jar or $12.00/2 Ib. jar (new this year). Call 978-249-4000
or stop by. We are located on Route 32 just past mile marker 60.

Nature books and prints suitable for children and adults. Commis-
sions accepted. Call Gordon Morrison at 978-249-2947.

Firewood - Green, cut, split and delivered in Royalston for $165/185 cubic
feet (loose cord). Call Tom Ramsdell at 978-249-2586.

Firewood- Taking orders for spring delivery of green firewood $180/
170 cu feet. Also, limited supply of semi-seasoned wood. Call Jim Put-
ney. 978-249-3379.

Royalston Maple Syrup from Divoll’s sugar house. Prices $9/pint; $15/
qt; $28/half gal.; $50/gal. Call Randy at 978-602-5583.

v Garden Notes
j February 21,2013

This month’s newsletter marks the onset of
the ninth year of Garden Notes. Who would
have thought? By the time you read this,
the corner will have been turned. I will have seeded (indoors, of
course) the onion/leeks and celery/celeriacs. Back when, the seeds
were dropped into anything at hand: egg cartons, cut down milk
and juice containers, whatever. Sheer volume has obliged me to
find alternatives, but they are still useable, as long as holes are
punched in the bottom to ensure drainage. Currently, I recycle
those plastic six-packs from which one obtains all those nursery-
grown seedlings. Like most everything else in life, their quality
has declined dramatically and I am fortunate to re-use them even
once. But most of my seedings are in 18 x 24 inch wooden flats
which I’ve knocked together with 1 x 4s. There are advantages:
significantly deeper than those plastic packs, they provide more
room for root development. And a lot more plants can grow in a
lot less space. One flat can be occupied by as many as 350 onion
seedlings. (Think of the alternative: 75 six-packs.) There are also
disadvantages: flats filled with soil are heavy and cumbersome, no
fun at all when I move them from window to window in search of
sun. And, the roots are inclined to grow together, resulting in dam-
age when it comes time to set the seedlings into the garden. The
very act of transplanting compromises the plant’s development in
some ways; I imagine transplanting those that are root-damaged
compromises that development even more.

A new garden season brings on new aspirations. Mine are modest.
Probably because I’'m a modest sort of guy (yeah, sure). Actually, I
consider ambition to be highly overrated as a desirable trait. I do not
seek the earliest tomato or the largest whatever or the greatest yield
or the blue-ribbon at the county fair. My joy is in the effort and not
the results. Yes, I want to provide food for the household. But that
goal was achieved decades ago. So now I aspire to little more than
enjoying myself, a reasonable goal for anyone....doing anything.

The garden usually, but not inevitably, opens up in March. I need to
remind myself that there is not a whole lot to be gained by a March
planting of peas and spinach. Germination is delayed at best or
fails at worst. But I will be able to determine whether the spinach
or parsley or kale or tatsoi has survived the winter. If so, we will
consume our first fresh greens in four months. Depending on the
how deep the ground has thawed, I will be able either to extract
parsnips by digging (best-case scenario) or pick-axing (worst-case
scenario). Either way we celebrate the season’s first vegetables.

“If you have a garden and a library you have everything you need.”
My thoughts precisely though I cannot take credit for voicing them.
Rather, they have been ascribed to Cicero. Two. Thousand. Years.
Ago. Well, I have my garden, of course, and the town’s quaint
old library (directed by the town’s quaint old librarian) is but two
miles distant. Even better is the availability of inter-library loan
(government spending at its finest), through which a book can be
borrowed from anywhere in the country. So, have your garden and
frequent your library. Cicero would be pleased.
Larry Siegel
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Home Deliveries Since 1980

Home Delivery of Local Farm Fresh
Milk in Glass Bottles

INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR OWNED:
Robert Laakkonen (Teddy Bear)

Renovations R Us
All Phases of Home Improvement

Bob Leblanc, Royalston

cell 508-425-0570

MA CS #62476 HIC # 115978
MA Lead Cert. #LR000324

Family Pet Mobile Veterinary Services
Sue Ellen Mowcomber DVM

Caring for your pet in the

comfort of your home.
978-249-4626
www.familypetmobilevet.net

ROYALSTON GENERAL STORE
MON - WED 7AM-7PM. THUR & FRI 7AM - 8PM
SAT 8AM -8PM. SUN 9AM - 6PM
DAILY LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS

FULL BREAKFAST
978-249-9798

Subs « Pizza - Pasta- Beer - Wine
Liquor « Lottery « Groceries » Hardware
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT

15 Oak Hill Lane
Fitchburg, MA 01420
Tel: (978) 345-8655

sales @demarmachine.com
www.demarmachine.com
Fax: (978) 345-8656

Rich DeMar
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The Royalston Community Newsletter is printed by:

Performance Press
Owners- Sandy and Dick Creamer
87 Central Street, Winchendon, MA 01475
978-297-0433 Fax: 9778-297-1719
email: perf4man@verizon.net
color copies .50 wedding invitations
soup to nuts printing

BRUCE’S BROWSER, INC.

1497 MAIN STREET, ATHOL MA
BOOKSTORE*CYBER CAFE*CARDS & GIFTS
Come in and Browse!
OPEN MON-SAT 9-7PM CLOSED SUNDAY

978-249-3978 WWW.BRUCESBROWSER.COM

union music

New & Used Musical Instruments
Sales, Service, Rentals
Sheet Music, Accessories, Amps, PA's
Lessons, Rehearsal Space, Events
wWWwWw.unionmusic.com

142 Southbridge Street, Worcester, 508-753-3702
Carl Kamp, Royalston, 978-249-9675
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Pearson Rubbish
978-249-5125

127 Bliss Hill Road, Royalston
Full Service Disposal
Weekly Pick Up in Royalston

Prompt Courteous Service Call Russ

Stephen Chase Contracting

Restoration and Preservation Services

Royalston
978-249-4860

MA Construction Supervisor #044817
EPA Lead Safe Certified # NAT-58592-1
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RCS Poetry Club
The children in all of the poetry classes have composed poems for the
Millers River Watershed Council’s Poetry Contest. Here is a sample:

River Poem
Fish ducks geese and herons
Birds up in the trees
Cattails swaying gently
In a mid-day’s summer breeze

Frogs and toads together
Croaking in a row

They best enjoy the weather
Before the sunshine goes

Kayaks go by swiftly

As they stretch their aching knees
Songbirds call outsoftly

And fly among the trees

A whole new world around me
I never want to leave
Until the songbirds quiet
And scatter as they leave
by Molly Divoll

The Royalston Community Newsletter
Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton Library
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Newsletter Staff
Editor: Beth Gospodarek
Layout and Sponsorships: Stephen Chase
Circulation: Becky Divoll, Maureen Blasco
Treasurer: Maureen Blasco
Staff: Theresa Quinn, Mary Barclay, Larry Siegel

Submission deadline for April issue is: Mar. 22
Please Contact Us

To submit news, articles, ads, calendar notices, classifieds:

E-mail: chasegos@gis.net

Mail: PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01386
Fax: 978-249-3572 (library)

Phone: 978-249-0358

In person: Drop off at library
RCN reserves the right to edit and restrict all submissions. This
Newsletter is mailed out free of charge to all Royalston house-
holds as a public service provided by the Friends of the Phine-
has S. Newton Library with support from the Performance
Press, the Royalston Cultural Council, our sponsors and the
entire community.

Out of Town Subscriptions
are available for $25/calendar year (10 issues)
by mailing a check to: Friends of the Phinehas S. Newton
Library, PO Box 133, Royalston MA 01368
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